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Humanity, at first instinctively practised, rather than clearly
conceived, in the various forms of personal benevolence,
creates its own proper object through the consciousness of
a common human life, directed throughout history towards
the solution of moral problems. It thus finds an inex-
haustible content, out of which there develops an inter-
national sense of obligation; and this in turn is at once the
guide and the goal of all the functions of the individual
moral life.